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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“The Lord appeared to Moses, a merciful man, in 
a flame of fire; that is, in compassion of mind.  
But where does this flame come from?  It comes 
from the midst of the bush: of the poor, the 
pierced, the troubled, the bereft, the naked, the 
afflicted.  When the just man is pricked with the 
thorns of their poverty, he is set ablaze with 
compassion to have mercy on them.  He sees 
that the bush, the poor man, burns with greater 
devotion and is not consumed by his poverty.”  
 

Fraternity Schedule 
OCTOBER   
3 – TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
3 – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL 
4 – FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
17 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE  
        Prayer – Paula Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Form (Inv Discuss) – Mary & Helen 
        Treats – Bonnie 
29-31 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH, PL 
          Retreat Master – Fr. Paul Schloemer, OFM Conv. 
 
NOVEMBER 
1 – ALL SAINTS 
11 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is Bolder Options 
21 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer –  Amy Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 32) – Peter 
        Treats – Paula 
25 - THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
DECEMBER 
2 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
8 – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
9 –ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
12 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer –  
          Rite of Admission - Wendy       
          Social Gathering 
          Please bring hors d’oeuvres to share  
16 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30-3:00pm, FRH 
25 - CHRISTMAS 
 

         
Franciscan of the Month              
On October 23 we celebrate the feast of Saint 
John of Capistrano (1386-1456), a major 
Franciscan saint.  Trained as a lawyer, he 
gained appointment as governor of the Perugia 
region of Italy before he was thirty.  A turbulent 
tenure as governor, including time in prison 
during a civil war, led him to reexamine his life.  
At the age of 30, he began training for the 
Franciscan priesthood.  After his ordination in 
1425, he embarked on a successful preaching 
career.  John advised Popes and became a 
leader of the Observant branch of Franciscans.  
He preached during a crusade against the Turks, 
who were invading Europe, and died from 
exhaustion shortly after the crusade’s success.  
He was canonized in 1690.  
 
Franciscan  Retreat this October  

Friends of Francis retreat, October 29-31, 2021, 
at the Retreat House. The topic of the retreat is: 
Blessed Are We. The weekend will focus on the 
Beatitudes in the context of hope. The four 
conferences will tease out: 
What does it mean to be blessed?   
Blessed in Action: The Beatitudes of Luke  
Woe or Whoa? Luke’s “Woe” Statements  
Matthew: Blessed in Spirit  
Fr. Paul Schloemer, OFM Conv. has worked in 
parish, vocation, and formation ministry. He is 
currently the formation director of the post-
novitiate formation friary in the Washington, DC 
area. He has given retreats throughout the 
country and is a noted preacher                                                                                                
 

Beautiful Amber 
is a common color in October, reflecting the 
richness of the harvest season.  This is a good 
time to reflect on what you have harvested in 
your own spiritual life.  Much of it is no doubt as 
beautiful as the rich amber of this season.  
Reflect on the beauty you have accumulated 
though your efforts at prayer and obedience. 
                                         Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 



 

   
                September Fraternity Meeting Report    
 

Nine professed members of the fraternity, two in 
formation, one guest, Fr. Jim Van Dorn, our outgoing spiritual assistant, and Alan 
Weier, our intern spiritual assistant, were in attendance. The gathering was opened 
with prayer by Mary Ann LeMay, focused on spiritual gifts. Helen Riegger and Mary 
Higgins introduced a survey tool encouraging us to explore and reflect on our spiritual 
gifts, given to strengthen and serve the Church and the world. Members went off on 
their own for an extended period to answer 125 questions designed to suggest 
possible gifts. We then began a preliminary discussion in small groups. The fraternity 
will continue further discernment and discussion at the October meeting.  
We have not resumed sharing treats and fellowship time since Covid, but Ed Vierling 
had signed up to provide treats for September. He generously brought a beautiful fall 
mum plant and we held a drawing. Helen was the lucky winner.  
At our October 17th meeting we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the canonical 
establishment of our fraternity and renew our vows of profession. Steve Schier will 
lead opening prayer. Mary will provide a very brief survey of the history of the 
fraternity, and we will resume fellowship time with something delicious and pumpkin 
from Bonnie Unzen. Part of the meeting will be available on Zoom. 
 
Revisting Laudato Si: A Seven Year Plan 
On November 14, Pope Francis will unveil an ambitious 7 year plan calling on 
Catholics to move toward environmental sustainability. Pope Francis is inviting 
all Catholics “to create the future we want: a more inclusive, fraternal, peaceful 
and sustainable world.” Seven sectors of the church are being asked to achieve 
relevant goals within the 7 year time frame. These areas include families, parishes 
and dioceses, schools and universities, businesses and farms, religious 
congregations, and hospitals and other health care facilities. Though not a perfect fit, 
the sector which might be most relevant to our fraternity would be religious 
congregations, but we are all part of families and parishes, so this call is for each of 
us. I would like to begin a discussion within our fraternity about how we can respond 
to this invitation. 
The first year of the plan is for education and discernment. The goals include adopting 
renewable energy, achieving carbon neutrality, defending all life, solidarity with 
Indigenous peoples and vulnerable groups, adopting simpler lifestyles, and fostering 
ecological education and spirituality.  
This sounds Franciscan in so many ways. Are we up for the challenge? 
    
  
Mary Higgins, 
Secretary and JPIC animator                                                                                                
 

Keeping in touch... 


